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(57) ABSTRACT

A board sport equipment carrier and method of use as a safety
device wherein the equipment carrier can be configured in a
carrier/backpack configuration for conveniently carrying the
equipment of a board sport, or the carrier can be configured in
a stowable configuration for storage between uses, or easy
transportation, and finally in a folded wearable configuration
where the device can be worn to protect the upper and middle
spine, or the lower spine and coccyx of the wearer during
board sport participation.

11 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
BOARD SPORT EQUIPMENT CARRIER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Board sports have become quite popular with today’s teens
and young adults. Safety concerns require the use of padding,
helmets, and other gear which must be transported from loca-
tion to location. Carrying gear while riding a bicycle or
motorbike can be unsafe and cause accidents or damage to
gear. Simply walking with your arms loaded with gear can be
a nuisance.

Carriers have been around in one form or another, but the
carriers had to be left on the sidelines while participating in
the board sport, tying the user to a central location where they
must return for the rest of their gear. The alternatives were to
have a carrier hanging from one’s waist or back where it could
interfere with sports participation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a skateboard in phantom shown trans-
ported in a carrier on the back of a board sport participant in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in an open
configuration in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in a folded
and storable configuration in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in a folded
wearable configuration with extended end straps in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a user utilizing a
carrier in a folded wearable configuration around the waist in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a front and rear view of a user utilizing an
embodiment of the carrier in a folded wearable configuration
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Described herein is a board sport equipment carrier which
may be utilized to transport equipment utilized in participa-
tion of board sports. Board sports commonly include any
sport where a “board” like component is ridden or utilized in
transportation from location to location. Common board
sports include, but are not limited to skateboarding, snow-
boarding, wakeboarding, kite boarding, sand boarding,
paddle boarding, and skim boarding. For the sake of clarity,
the remainder of this discussion shall be limited to skate-
boarding, but one skilled in the arts would appreciate that it
would apply to other board sports as well.

The equipment carrier substantially encompasses the
board with a right and left front side which overlap at a
vertical line from the top to the bottom of the padded back
panel and join in the center with optional openings to allow
trucks of the skateboard to protrude from the encompassing
compartment. The left and right sides may join in the center
with hook and loop fastener, snaps, zippers, clips, or a variety
of other methods which would be obvious to one skilled in the
art.

The back panel of the compartment comprises a padded
material to provide comfort to the user when worn on the
back. The back panel faces the wearer’s back and thus is
situated between the board and the users back. Straps are
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2

situated on either side of the compartment and are worn in a
standard backpack configuration.

Extra loops, straps and/or fasteners sewn to the external
edges of the compartment allow additional sports gear to be
fastened to the carrier securing all gear in a single bundle.
Pockets both external and internal to the compartment are
included for loose items and smaller accessories. The straps
optionally have padded shoulders and adjustable lengths to
accommodate various sized wearers in optimum comfort.
Optional male and female claps may also be included to allow
the user to more easily enter and exit the straps, and to cross
the straps to more securely fasten it to the body.

The compartment has a single zipper which comprises the
bottom stop at one end of the elongated compartment and the
top stops at the other end. The tape is sewn to the perimeter of
the padded back panel with the chain facing out from the
compartment. By folding the back panel lengthwise along the
vertical center of the compartment and folding straps to the
inside, the two chains of the zipper may be joined so the slider
may be moved from the top stops to the bottom stops or vice
versa to close the carrier into a folded configuration.

The padded back of the compartment comprises a reseal-
able pocket on at least one side which is openable to the
outside when the carrier is in the folded configuration. This
pocket allows for storage of change, keys, or other small
accessories which may need to be easily accessible without
opening the entire carrier from the folded configuration.

The padded back further comprises two end pockets, one at
the top and one at the bottom. These pockets may be off center
s0 as to be completely located in one half such that they are on
the same side when the carrier is in the folded configuration.
These end pockets may be utilized to stow a strap, one end of
which is secured to the inside of the pocket, the other end of
which is configured with a mating system for joining to the
other strap. These strap and the fasteners and optional adjust-
ers included thereon may be stowed inside the pocket which
may be closed to secure the straps in the stowed arrangement.
In such a folded configuration with the straps stowed in the
ends, the folded container is in a stowable configuration with
no loose parts to catch.

By opening the resealable end pockets, the straps can be
extended from the pocket and then curved around and joined
end to end to form a loop thus forming a folded wearable
configuration. In the wearable configuration, the carrier may
be worn around the waist, over a shoulder, or across the body.
In the wearable configuration, the padded back is doubled and
enclosing the padded shoulder straps such that it has sufficient
thickness to provide safety padding for the wearer. Worn
around the waist, in a “fanny-pack” like manner the carrier
provides protection to the lower back and coccyx (tail bone),
which may otherwise be injured in a fall. Worn across the
body, the carrier provides protection for the spine. In either
configuration, the side pocket is easily accessible without
need to open the carrier from the folded configuration.

If the carrier is open and worn in the backpack configura-
tion, then the side pocket would be situated between the
carrier and the wearer’s back providing a level of security in
that the pocket could not be easily accessed without the wear-
er’s knowledge. This makes the side pocket an ideal location
for storing valuables such as money or identification.

FIG. 1 illustrates a skateboard in phantom shown trans-
ported in a carrier on the back of a board sport participant in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.
A wearer (50 in phantom,) is shown with a carrier (100)
transporting a skateboard (170, in phantom). The carrier
(100) comprises a padded back (195) which is joined with a
right side panel (105) and a left side panel (107) to form a
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compartment for encompassing a board (170). The carrier
(100) comprises a plurality of pockets (120, 130) which may
be open mesh pockets (120) or enclosed resealable pockets
(130). The edges of the carrier are embellished with a plural-
ity of loops, fasteners, or straps (110) for securing accessories
(not shown). The carrier (100) has shoulder straps (140)
which may be adjustable (155) and detachable (150).

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in an open
configuration in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the invention. In this figure, the components of the carrier
(100) are clearly shown to include a right panel (105) and a
left panel (107) which join along a center line (A-A) and
fasten with a zipper (180) and/or hook and loop fastener
(190). One skilled in the art would appreciate that other
fastening methods would also accomplish the task and be
within the teachings of this disclosure. The panels contain
optional openings (160) which accommodate the protrusion
of components of the board such as trucks, wheels, or bind-
ings.

The right panel (105) comprises a resealable pocket (130)
which is illustrated here with a zipper. One skilled in the art
would appreciate that other forms of sealing the pocket
including but not limited to buttons, hook and loop, etc. would
also be within this disclosure’s teachings. The left panel (107)
comprises a mesh pocket. The pockets of the right and left
panel may be transposed, or may differ in number.

The perimeter of the carrier contains a zipper which is
illustrated with the pull (210) at the top of the center line
(A-A) and bottom stops (not illustrated) at the bottom of the
center line (A-A). The chains of the zipper are situated along
the edges of the carrier (220, 230), and would pass behind the
padded shoulder straps (140) and their adjustable hardware
(155) and removable hardware (150) such that the straps
(140) would be on the interior when the carrier is folded into
the closed configuration.

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in a folded
and storable configuration in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention. The carrier (100) has been
folded along its vertical center line (A-A) with the padded
back (195) on the outside and the zipper’s chains (220,230)
has been zipped closed by the pull (210) such that the shoul-
der straps (150, not illustrated) and the accessory attachment
points (110, not illustrated) are stored on the inside. Visible in
this configuration are the top and bottom pockets (310) which
contain straps (320, shown in phantom). The side pocket
(360) is also visible with a zippered opening.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a carrier in a folded
wearable configuration with extended end straps in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention. To
convert the carrier from the folded and storable configuration
(FIG. 3) to the folded wearable configuration (FIG. 4) one
simply opens the top and bottom pockets (310) and removes
the straps (320) which are illustrated with optional length
adjustments (330) and a male (340) and female (350) clasping
mechanism.

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a user utilizing a
carrier in a folded wearable configuration around the waist in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.
The wearer (50) has positioned the carrier (100) in the folded
wearable configuration around the waist with the clasping
mechanism (340, 350 obscured) in the front and the carrier’s
(100) main body in the back covering the lower back and
coccyx. The side pocket (360) is easily accessible in this
configuration.

FIG. 6 illustrates a front and rear view of a user utilizing an
embodiment of the carrier in a folded wearable configuration
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
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tion. FIG. 6A illustrates the user (50) with the carrier (100,
obscured) in a folded wearable configuration, worn over one
shoulder and under the opposite arm, with the clasping
mechanism (340; 350 obscured) in the middle front of the
torso of the user (50). FIG. 6B illustrates the user (50) wearing
the carrier (100) in the same configuration to protect the upper
and middle spine.

The diagrams in accordance with exemplary embodiments
of'the present invention are provided as examples and should
not be construed to limit other embodiments within the scope
of the invention. For instance, heights, widths, and thick-
nesses may not beto scale and should not be construed to limit
the invention to the particular proportions illustrated. Addi-
tionally some elements illustrated in the singularity may actu-
ally be implemented in a plurality. Further, some element
illustrated in the plurality could actually vary in count. Fur-
ther, some elements illustrated in one form could actually
vary in detail. Further yet, specific numerical data values
(such as specific quantities, numbers, categories, etc.) or
other specific information should be interpreted as illustrative
for discussing exemplary embodiments. Such specific infor-
mation is not provided to limit the invention.

The above discussion is meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present invention.
Numerous variations and modifications will become apparent
to those skilled in the art once the above disclosure is fully
appreciated. It is intended that the following claims be inter-
preted to embrace all such variations and modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A board sport equipment carrier, comprising:

a back panel, a left front side panel, and a right front side

panel;
wherein said left and right front side panels are respectively
joined to left and right sides of said back panel to form a board
enclosing compartment;
wherein at least one of said back, left front side, and right
front side panels is padded;

a zipper including a pair of mating zipper chains each

respectively extending around left and right portions of
a peripheral outermost edge of said enclosing compart-
ment;
wherein said carrier is foldable along a vertical center line
such that said zipper chains are joined to form a folded con-
figuration in which said carrier provides padded impact pro-
tection to the user;

a pair of shoulder straps, and

a waist strap including first and second portions each

respectively extending from upper and lower ends of
said carrier for carrying said carrier about a user’s waist
or torso when in said folded configuration, said first and
second waist strap portions when not in use being
respectively stored in a pair pockets located one each at
said upper and lower ends of said carrier.

2. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said left and right front side panels overlap and are removably
joined along a vertical center line.

3. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said left and right front side panels are removably joined by
hook and loop fasteners.

4. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said left and right front side panels are removably joined by a
zipper.

5. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, further
comprising a plurality of openings allowing the protrusion of
board trucks or binders.
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6. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, further
comprising at least one attachment point on an outside of said
enclosing compartment for accessory attachment.

7. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said shoulder straps are padded and are enclosed within said 5
carrier in said folded configuration to provide safety padding
for the user.

8. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, where said
shoulder straps are removably attachable to said left and right
front side panels. 10

9. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said shoulder straps and said waist strap are adjustable in
length.

10. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said back panel is padded. 15
11. The board sport equipment carrier of claim 1, wherein
said back panel further comprises a reclosable pocket or
opening accessible from an outside of said carrier when in

said folded configuration.
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